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reuenge, ( the perſons and the places cas 
tioully conlidered ) then the firit attronts 
did latishe deſpight;whatſhall Weudge 
ot Challenges in colde blood, that wrong lu+ 
ſtice unthole very kindes thatare exprelled, 
belides many more, that times and occatt- 
ons may exemplific. 


Or,who can deny that man to ue inthe 

{tateof a prifoner, whom fo many bands 
of duety and obedience dcteines from ans 
{wering a perlon that is palt himlelte,accor- 
ding to his tolly, ora man tranſ] ported bce 
yond cull bounds, by conſenting in the 
lame ac of wilfulnefle? Why may Wee not 
accompt thoſe. men to be lame, whom lus 


—_ or the time, depriues ot all forces and 


EE which they ſhould pet fourme 
that valawtoll Challe which they arc 


- 1auited or prouoked, by the pride and out. 


rage of their Oppolices ? How can they be 
ſaid toftand treefrom ſuperior commands, 
that arc borac in obedi:nce to Lawes and 
Magiſtrates, and that by the Lawe.of na- 
ture owethe firlk duty to their Countries, 
the 
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An Anſwer ta an Information , fallly 
-| focalled, ; Re and dienlged | 
againſt _ ritings publiſbed | 

by the States of 

B OHEMIA, | 
| 
| Tranſlated out of Latin by | 
Si [. H. | 
" | | 
|. 
;, | 
| 44344 "NL 4 
[_ i,” ob. tics X'Xs Ki 4 1 


of eb Diſs as 


MAS ws... 


ONCE OY _ —_ : __ —_—_ 


ſ 


Us A 4; RET "R —y OF 
EY Ir err do ever 
The Tranſlators Preface. 


> Ow hard a thing it is to tranſlate 
@ trom one language to another, 
Y and make the fame word for word 


ſwereth face in a glaſſe; the right 
ſenſe, phraſe, grace, and proprictie thereof 
obſerued, is not vaknowne to the learned, who 
haue acknowledged, and found by experience, 
this ſogreat a dithcultie. Much more hard (I 
ſay) then to compole a thing anew, and bring 
forth a mans owne free conceptions: which yet 
is both hard and painefull, as all new births be. 
Neither is it to be expected, or poſſible for any 
one, alwayes ſo exaQly to expreſle the very 
words & phraſe, which in diuers languages are 
different : a libertic therein left to all Tranſla- 
tors, which here I challenge. Nor haueI varied 
much from the Authors words herein, but only 
in ſome few places (and that conſulting with 
better iudgements then my owne :) which had 
I tranſlated verbatim, might haue remayned 
very obſcure. And ſol referre itto the cenſure 
of all thoſe who fauour the equitie of this ſo 
Chriſtian a cauſe. Being an anſwere to an In- 
formation ( or rather mſ-information ) of the 
Aduerſaries both of Truth and Religion, who 
A 2 are 
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are now growne to that Migtir of. impudency, 
as they will Informe, afhrme , yea and contra- 
di and devic almoſt any thing , though as 


 cleare as the Sunne, either in macter of right or 


fac, to maintayne their owne deſperate cauſe. 
Witneſfle all thoſe idle rumots wee have heard 
with our-carcs, from time to time diſperſed 


amoneſt vs, and daily heare : which Timeal-. 


readie in part hath thewed to bee palpable and 
falſe, and ([ hope) will doe more and morg3! 
comming from the father of lyes, and his mali-' 


cious inſtruments: wich ſuch contumelious and 
vnworthy aſperſions, vpon that moſt Noble 
and Heroicall Prince, now King of Bobemis, 
and his proceedings; whereby they endeuour 
by all meanes to diſable, diſgrace , and diſpa- 
rage him,(and ſo hauc done cuen from the time 
of his Nuptials to this laſt Action, which hath 
ſet them all on fire) as (I hope) God in due time 


ges thereof by the cuent ; E xitus atta probat . 
and hcereupon wee. will ioyne iſſue with them. 
If Rome be not Bab3/on, and Babylon fall not, 
then arc we palpable lyers (as they call vs) like 
themſelues , neither hath the Lord | cken by any 
of bis Prophets bur 1t it bee, then ler them bee 
Jyers (as they are , and the children of their fa- 
ther the Deuill) and God only true, a4 it is writ- 
fen inthe meane time, definant malcdicere , 1 
ſay no more. If there bee any eſcapes cither in 
this tranſlation, or the former impreſſion of the 

Latin, 


will make all che world eye witneſſes and iud-. 


\ 


Latin (whereof I was an over-ſeer) as alſo of 
the other Reaſons and Relations , formerly 
publiſhed, ( wherein was promiſed further fa- . 
tisfation , and iuſtification of the cauſe , ſince 
made good, both by the King of Bohemia him- 
ſelfe, and other his ſeruants and well-willers) 
I fay as then : Me,me adſum qut fest; I hope the 
Chriſtian Reader will pardon and paſſe ouer 
them. If thoſeof the aduerſe part, friends and 
well-willers to the {nformer,perhaps meete and 
quarrel] with ſuch ſmall matters, they ſhall bur 
only bewray their diſtruſt, and weakeneſſe of 
their owne cauſe , not finding greater matters 
to challenge, therefore carping at the leaſt: re- 
membring that. ſaying ( whereof they make 
good vic) Calummare audatter, ſemper aliquid 

gret. And ſo I conclude with the Author in 
this his procemefollowing, referring (as before) 
the further cenſure hereof to the diſcreete 

and indicious Reader : /et the wiſe iudge 

whetber is more ſolid; and let the pru- 
dent Reader adhere and cle.iue vn- 
to that which is the pLuner, 
and grounded Vpon- 


beſl p/ oofes. f. 


x2 DCAD. 


The Bobemian Lawes or Rights 
de ided, 


'A oainſt the Informer. 


> Har moſt excellent cleere Lampe of 
rieht reaſon, is not ſo altogether ex- 
\ 111d? by the fall of mans nature, but 
that ſomelitile ſparke, (and ſomnch) 
S > remayneth , that enen thoſe who ave 
90ſt of all offend againſt right reaſon, and confound, 
and oucrthrow both dinine and humane Lawes, doe 
yet couet , and would bethonght to doe thoſe vninſt 
things they doe, (or indeauour to dee) by Law and by 
right, There bee ſome goe 4 fowling after King- 
domes, and hunt after Scepters : and ſend abroade 
their hounds , that they may aſſault the wild Beaſt ly- 
ing hid ſafe and ſecure in her owne Lords Parkes : 
pretending her now to belong to the inri{diition of an- 
other , leſt they ſhonld ſeeme ininrious toany. Such a 
heund we ſec a certaine Informer to bee - who, tooth 
and nayle, by right and wrone, would (if hee could) 
draw the Kingdoms of Bohemia (in hope deuoured of 
his Lord) to the inriſdidtion and rights of the ſame 
Lord of his : that hee might bee thought but only 10 
ſeize pen his owne prey, and not to drine another 
mans away. From the monthingz, and biting of this 
ſogreat a Dorge, to deliner this noble wild Beaſt, 
Pere a worke both inft and equall, well worth the 1a- 
bour . 


boar : that ſhe might be detayned under her owne law: 
full ard f1 riendly Keeper, in her owne proper Paſtures - 
and not expoſed to the owergreedy iawes of others, uy 
be deuvonred, and ſwallowed vp, Our Informer knew 
very well, noright at allto the Kingdome of Bohe- 
mia, to belong tothe moſt 1uſtrious Archduke Fer- 
dinand ow Emperor. He ſaw the lawes and rights 
of the Bohemians (by 1hem explicated in a ſhort 
ſumme) ods honeſt minded men, and all of the wi- 
ſer ſort , to bee held impregnable , not to bee ſhakey. 
What ſhould hee then doe ? Not to perſwade the Wiſe + 
( for of that hee is out of hope) bat to the rntent hee 
might induce thebaſe, and rude multstude into that 
opinion ; that the writings of the Bohemians are 
[ufficiently auſwered;and that the Lawes in them con- 
tayned are by him wholly ſhaken : he hath cauſed to be 
printed a certaine Treatiſe , here and there patched 
vp to that effect ; that ( at leaſtwiſe by the printed 
booke ) The tgnorant might perſwade themſelues the 
reaſons of the Bohemians to bee ſufficiently confuted. 
If the Informer would hane dealt with the prudent 
only, and experienced in affaires , and in the lawes of 
gonernement, there was no cauſe why he ſhould publiſh 
thoſe vaine commentaries, ſecretly and by ſtealth im- 
printed. For hee had aduerſaries very ready , who 
were able ts diſcouer unto hin ſufficiently, the falſe- 
hoods, arts, deceits , and wilineſſe of thoſe commen- 
jaries : and lay open the matter before the wiſe withe 
out diſcuiſing and fallacies ; yet did hee promiſe to 
himſelfe thevittorie, if hee firfl could communicate 
thoſe things (which were only debated among the wi- 


ſer 


ſer ſort) in print to the ignorant multitude. There 
w4s no cauſe truely (1confeſſe) wherefore by this in- 
formation of the aduerſe part, thereaſons of the Boe 
hemians more largely explicated, and in vaine 0p. 
pugned, ſhould bane beene committed to the multitude 
imprint ; bua that the other Informer , hath exen in 
forced good men ; fauouring the equitie of the cauſe 
hereunto ! who ſarely (leſt he ſhould ſeeme both to him- 

ſelfe and others ouer wiſe ) haue thought this 
Information very fit to be publiſhed. Let the 

wiſe iudge whether is more ſolid : and let 

the prudent Reader adhere, and 
cleaue vnto that whichis the 
plainer , and grous. 


dedwpon beſt 
profes. 
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THE ANSVVERE 
To the Fnformation againſt the A- 
pologies and Writings of the States of _ 


Bohemia, 


oY 


The firſt Part, 


»\} Hx pretended /»formation theretore ſaith, 
| iT he Kingaome of Bohemia ts not Electine pol.x, 
but in caſe, &c, Andalittle after, Nei- Fol.z, 

z CE) ther us it true that it hath continued the 
Q Ws os ELECTIONS free from fix Ages. . 
| > Firftof all, therefore we muſt ettabliſh 
the Right of E LECT 1ON belonging to the Bohems. The ſcope of 
415, which the Informer goeth about ro euerthrow : then 8 fult Pare, 
after muſt examine the proofes produced to the contra«- 
rie; from the ſelfe-ſame Hiſtorians which the {nſormer, 
for the defence of his owne cauſe doth alledge, For the 
Kingdome of Bohemia, with the Prouinces incorporate, 
(any one void of pafſion being iudge) it is moſt certain, 
that from the very firfl beginning, it hath beene altoge- 
ther free, and neuer ſubieR to any Hereditarie Succeſ. 
ſion; and hath preſerucd this Libertie entire, and hither. 
to inviolable ; not at all verball onely,of no force, vertue 
and effeR; as the [yformer falſly informeth, The words 
of the [former are thele; _ 

B That 


by the wo! d 
Election, 


The moſ? free 


ceiving of a 
King, Eenifed 


(2) 

That in the Bohemian tongue exery aſſumption , or recei. 
wing of a King , ind; erently , whether it be done by 
right of Smcceſſion, or by true ELECTION, 4 
fem: ed by the word E LECT TON, largely and ge- 
merally taken, though improperly, 


Is not this rerginerſation more then ridiculous ? For 
the Bohemian tongue is not ſo barren, but that it is able 
to diftinguiſhELtc T1 ox from [xheriraxce: yea thoſe 
words of Er ECT1ON, and Inheritance, in the Bohe. 
mian Language to bee molt difference, the Bohemian Hi- 
ftorians (as allo others who haue written in the Ger- 
mane and Latine Tongu?s : to wit, D#braxins, «A ncas 
Syluins, and others; and the Priviledges allo of diuzrs 
Emperours) doe teach and declare, 


Therefore for the confirmation, and ftrengtheving of 


E1-&on of the the ſaid free EL®Y CT10N of the Bohemians; it js to be 


Bobemians 


proued. 


Haiec. Fol, 30, 


Arn. S1l.c.34 
Dwb.,1.b.1. 


noted, the ſame (cogether with the moſt free Staces and 
Bohemian Nation) from none, either Emperour, Kiog, 
M onarch, or Prince to haue taken her firſt beginning. 


"For Czechriu (after whoſe name euen to this day, the 
Bohemian Nation in their owne Proper ſpeech is fo cal- 
led) was the firſt, who with his Legions inhabired that 
Kingdome, before deſert; adorned with no Lawes, or 


| Policie : who being dead; when,for the want of a Prince, 


_, divers Controverhes, larres, and Diſcontents heere and 


A870 670. 


' theredid ariſe: it was decreed by common counſell, and 


with ene conſent, forthe EL.zcT1ixG of ſome one,to 
whom as to their Prince , they might performe obedi- 
ence, Inſtantly hereupon Crocus , n man excelling all 0- 
thers in fame, and highly beloued of all, was Ex x c- 
Ti» : And ſoin the yeare of Chrifl, 670. the firſt foun- 
dation of the Right: of ELECTION was laid, By 
this forme of molt free, and lawfull Ex:cT10N, and 


by 


(3) 


by noother Law,or Right whaiſoever;all the ſucceeding 
Princes, called Dxkys of Bohemia, from the ſaid yeare 
670, vato the yeare 1109. and fo forthe ſpace of 579, 
yeares fully complete; withovt any manner of Impedl-. 
ment of any, either Prince or Lord ; bave beene aduan- 
ced to that Gevernment, And chiefly the circumftances 
of Hiſtoriars in theſe caſes are well to be weighed, For 
ſcarce(ornot at all indeed)any ſuccefſion of a new Prince 
is at any time deſcribed, where there is not mention 
made of the conuocations, (at lealtwiſe) of the Nables 
of the Kingdome, and of the conſultations for theE 1 t- 


CTING of anew Prince. And there can bee no exam. See here 


ple found, although the Son ſucceeded the Father, where 


what kind of 
Sncceſſhonin 


euertheſaid ELL.C T10N hath beene omitted:and oft= th, Kingdoms 
times, the children ef the dead Prince negle?d, his bree of Bobemia. 
thren or others, alſo many times the younger before the Haice, Fol,3. 


elder,haue beene preferred aud ELECTED, Yea, the 
children and deſcendents of Czechins, the firſt founder 
of this tate,nort regarded, they have ELECTED Crocus 
wholly of another Family : as Hazecirs teflifieth, For 
during that moſt great Conſukon and Anarchie,the wiſer 
ſort,and haters ofeuill, called the whole people of both 
Sexes to the Sepulchre of Czechimn ; propoled the EL E- 
CT10N of anew Prince, and with the generall conſene 
of all, ELs c TED the afore-ſaid Crocs, And the rea- 
ſons of this ELEC T10N are allo {et downe by other 


Hiſtorians. For Coſma Pragerſis ſaith thus : 


T his man was in deliberation of indgements diſcreet , to 
whom, 4s well out of the proper Tribes, 4s ont of the 
Comminaltis of the whole Prouince, enen 41 Bees Vn= 


tothe Hine, all men did flocks , for the deciding of 


controuerſies, 


And George Bartboldm reftifieth : 
B 2 Cree 


Geor. Barth. i 
Bob, pic, pag,!1 


Fol. 8. 


Anne 716. 


Fol. 11. 


An 731+ 


Pag.6- 


Fol.36, 


Fol, 41+ 


(4) 


Crocus « injt man , and f great efleeme and authoritie 
at that time among the Bohemians, was Elefted 


Prince. 


Five Moneths after the death of Crocw , which hap. 
pened in the yeare 710. the States of the Kingdome, and 
the Prelates againe aſſemble, for the ExzcrTinG of 
ancw Lord; and doceſtabliſh in the Gouernment Li- 
buſſa : whereof growing verie wearie, (as being formi. 
ninc) ſhee ſpeaketh on this mauer to the States : Depart 

ye, and that day I appoint you returne to me againe : Whome 
ſeener then you ſhall E L E C T for your Prince, hee (hall bee 
Husband, And by this meanes Premiſlaus, Anno 7 22. 
Aibrved both the Principalitie, and Zibſa, Where Coſ- 
ma Pragenſis introduceth the people ſpeaking thus to 
Premiſlans: 


Omnr L1dy Libuſſa, ard all the whole people doe command 
that thou come quickly, &c, Thee our Duke, thee our 
Indoe, thee or Gomernour , thee our Protettor, thee 
erelydoew: E LECT for our Lord, 


Premiſlaxs diſeaſed and growne old, calleth the States 
together: as Hajecins teſtifieth , Anno 745, gaue them 
greatthankes that chey had ErtcTrp him;and did en- 
treat for Nez.amiſlins that hee might bee ELtcTrtp:i 
who alſo,by this meanes,of the Nobles was EL.tCTED 
and aduanced to the Government of the Kingdome. 


After his death, the Barons, Nobles, and Peeres, with 
the whole people, e Anno 783. affemble together be- 
fore the gatevef the Caſtle of Prage, and with one con- 
ſent doeELEcCT, and ſalute Anarha the ſonne-of Ne- 


 2amiſlans for their Prince. 


Duke Anarha, Anno 804, leauing his Sonne Vogenns 
deſ- 


(5) 


deſperately ficke, dieth. The States left alſo his ſoune If the wed 
ſhould eft-ſoones pay his debr to nature, and ſo (by rea- righrof eleQi- 


ſon of the ambition of the Nobles)fearing ſedition mighr = _ 


ariſe, each one of theſe grear ones on trier, hy the Duke- c..P.. of po... 
dome) they conſtitute another, Rebonicus by name. But, bemia,by what 
this man ruling with verie great rigour, they affemble a-. righe could 
aine, ELECT Uogenus, and leade himto the Dukes r_ 

Fat, to wir, the caſtle of Ficegrade. But Rohonicus, who =p -% 
at that time was in the ſaid caſtle, prerending a former E- 

LECTION, doth defend himſelſe with veric great 

force. At length, breaking open the gates, by flight hee 

ſeeketh his ſafetie, and Fogenzs is confirmed in the 


Throne, 


After the death of Vo G x N y $,the whole people wel IS 
nereofall Bohemia, Amo $22. doe afſemble together ar , ” moing ran ong 
the Caſtle of Vicegrade : where there aroſe great contro- heredicaric, 
uerſie, whether of the two ſonnes of VoG tvs (When withour 
ſome for the goodly Rature of his bodie , wiſhed rather 311 doube 
the yonger, others the elder) ought to be choſen, Crx. g_—_ _ 

VOMTSLIvS atlength, after diuers concertations, is ;ccuined. 
ErtsCTED : and both the brothers, to wit, Cr tv 04 
MISL1VSandVRATISLAvS; were contented to a- 
bide the decrees of the Nobles and States, And this ſo. 
lemne a& of the confirmation'of Cxxvomistivs, 
in ſo great an affemblie of people (in their owne Lan- 
guage, applauding, Vimar, vinatr, CnEvOMtSLIVS; 
this us our Duke, and will preſerne v5 in all bononur and pro= 


peritie) commeth well to benoted, 


CrxEvoOniSLIVS dying, e Anz $52. the Scares',. , 56, 
sNembled againe, ſaluted, and ErrcTED NECLA 
with verie great acclamations : who departing this life, 
all the people come together at the fountaine of Geſen«- 


lia,and there E.tcTEpD Hos TiviTtiyvs the ſfonne- 
ofNECLA, Amo 873, 


B. 3 The: 


Fol.71, 


Fol.7%, 


Fol. 74. 


(6) 
The Hiſorie in this place maketh mention ofa ſort of 
Nobles of Bohemia,called Lororss :thele were Lieus 


revancs of Prouinces, who did preſcribe Lawes bothto 


the py and Peeres of the Kingdome; yea, euento 


the Dukes themſelues, avd faith, they did alſo partici. 
pate of the gouernement of the Kingdome, 


TheEttcTioONnallo ofBoxrtvorivs,theſonof 
HosTivirtivs ( which fell out in the yeare 890, 
Heatheniſh Sacrifice being vſed) as alſo of the Ducheſle, 
who afterwards by the ſaid LoyoTEs, was ioyned in 
marriage with Borivor1vs) is With divers circum- | 
ances deſcribed by the Hiſtorian, 


Bor1vorRivs, who fiſt received the Sacrament 
of Baptiſme, willing to bring in Chriſtianicie, (expulſed 
out of his Kingdonte) in his place STVG MIR of Bana. 
ria was ELECTED, Anno 895, Whom notwithſtan- 
ding,ſeeing he was ignorant of the Bohemian tongue, af 
ter tio moneths, ſufficiently rewarded,they ſent home a- 
gaine, Whereupon (a Prince now wanting) againe 
great tumults did ariſe: Wherefore a generall aſſembly 
was called at Jicegrade,for the ELECTING of a new 
Duke; and there pro and com, both for and againt Bo. 
KIVORIVS, great clamour, diſputed by armes ; at 
length (the Beriwworians Viftors) it was concluded for 
BoR1ivoORIvS. | 


The yeare following 897. in the month of March, 
the States do againe atlemble, and there with one con- 
ſent an Embaſlage decreed for the recalling of Borins- ' 
rias out of Morauia. This man, after (with the conſent 
and approbation of the States) reſigned the Dukedome 
to his ſonne Spitignexs : who a little while after dying, 
thereafter Anne 907. the aforeſaid Lepores doe afſemble: 
where, after diucrs and long treaties, Borinoriny againe is 
called; 


(7) 
called ; who when as now he had giuen himſclfe to a pri- 
uate and quiet life,giuing thankes to the States for their 
ſo propenſe loue towards him, he doth intreat them for 
his ſonne Vraiiſlew to be ELECTED. 


Notwithſtanding the States , although they had con- Fol. 78. 
ceiu2d ſome doubt by reaſon of his ſonnes tender age, 
yer animated with the fathers counſailes, at length they 
ELECT: vp him, and aduanced him into the ſeate of the 


Dukedome. 


V-atiſl uu dying, Anno 916, after diuers publique aſ- 70!. 33, 
ſemblies, W-n-eſl ins his ſonne, being now of riper yeares, 
in the prſence of the States doth ſpeake ynto his mo- 
ther (a Widow, and hitherto evilly admiaiftring the 
Dukedome) on this manner : Know (mother ) that the Lo- 
potes, Lords and Nobles of this State, have ELECTED 
mee for their Duke ; wherefore reſt tho thy ſclfe contented 
wiabth right of thy widowhood, leanethe charge of reigning 
and rulug tomee. Andthus was Wenceſlans with the con- 
ſent and applauſe of the States and people, declared 


Duke of Bohemia. 


This Wenceſlaus, famous for his pictic and Sanctimo- rol.tor. 
nie, being ſlaine by his brother Boleſlaw a tyrant ; into 
his place, Anno 967. Boleſl us the ſecond (as the Hiſto- 


rian teſtifieth) was ELECTED, 


Anne 1003. the States againe aſſembled, and E L x. F126. 


CTED {aromyrins the ſonne of Boleſlew: bis father (and 
that againſt the counſel] of the States) _ 
Polonia, and defiring, that if any diſaſter ſhould befall 
him (as indeed afterwards he was deprived of his igbt) 
they would EL Et c T his ſonne into his roo me. 


Uaalricw, perſccuting his brother Jaromyrins , Brets- Fol.: 41, 


ſlang, 


Fol, 163. 
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fir Arno 1047, was ELECTED. ButtheELte TION 


of Spitignews the ſonne of Bret:ſlans ( which happenedin 
the yeare 1055.) by reaſon of the multitude of the dead 
mans children, was veric ſolemne : for the States in verie 
great number aflembled, and (the teſtament of the Duke 
deceafſed wel weighed) all of what condition, fate, or 
age ſocuer they were, ELECTED the elder ſonne of 


Bretiſlaus, Spitignens by name. 


After him, his brother J7at:ſlans, who (according to 
our Author) firſt obtained the title of King from Henrie 
the Emperour, ) by common ſuffrage of all is Es Ce 


TED. 


To him, { ewr44#5 his brother, by the free yoyces and 
ELscT10 x of the States was ſubſtiture:who although 


| he left behind him two ſonnes, yet (thoſe reiefted) they 


didELt rect his couſin Breti/laus, and after that Anxs 
1100, Bor ſimogins, - 


After this, thoſe that were deſcended from the Dukes 
and Kings ſtirred vp great tumults; wherefore, Swato. 
placus the Duke Arn? 1109. being ſlaine in battaile, the 
Emperour at that time preſent, ſpake thus to the Bohe- 
mians : My Lords, I call God to witneſſe, | take the death of 
the Prince beauily; but ſceing it was bus will, it us your parts 
wow, which [ocucy of his [ownes [nruming, Jou had rather, to 
ELECT mtcthe Place of bis Father, But the States at 
that time preſcnt, defired Othe, the brother of him that 
was dead, the Emperour approving thereof: vnto whom 
notwithſtanding , after, the reft of the States oppoſed 
themſelues with all their m1ght; whereof hereafter wore 
at large. 


Thus farre Hateeins, the moſt famous Writer of the 
Bohemian aftaires, a!ledged allo by the Author of the in» 
| forma- 


(s) 

formation himfelfe : out of whoſe Cepie printed at 
Pogue inthe Germane Tongue, Anno 1596, with the 
priuiledge of Reduiph the Second , of godly memorie, 
Einperour, all theſe-things were faithfully tranſcribed, 
and tra: ſlated. Where alto the Germane words, Elefts= 
on, or R;obt of Elect mg,doc ditter from the words of Rea 
cerning Or Hereattarie-ſucc ſion, as farre as heauen from 
eaith, For another thing is ErrablentoELtc T, Aneg- 
wen, to receiue,and Ererben,to take by Heredirarie right. 
Which words alſo in the reverſals of the Emperours, Re- 
dalph and Mathias, de Anno 1608, (as hereafter more at 
large ſhall be demonſtrated) are read expreſly diftin&. 
And for the greater demonſtration of the vaine glofle of 
the /nformer , let vs heare the Authors who hitherto 

haue written the affaires of Bobemiain the Latine tongue. 

Dubranius making mention of Nez.am!ſlins, the ſonne of 


Primiſlans, exprelly ſaith thus ; 


Though he were aull , and woid of underſtanding, yet for 
the mamorie of his father he obtayned the fauour of the 
States, and of them in the ſolemne accuſtomed manner, 
was ſaluted Prince in the caſtle of Fiſſerade, Vicinus 
taking it hamouſly ; who thought hmſclfe rather wor- 
thie the [ame dignitie of a Prince, 


And after, 


i 


Holtivitius (44 younger brether taking it £roenonſly) Lib.z.$4g-20, 


W 4s put by the States m hit fathers place, 
Item, 


Jn that aſſembly V ratiſlaus s declared Prince by all the 1ib.8, p. 59. 


States, 

Theſe phraſes alſo are often found elſewhere, e£ncas 
Sylnins vieth phrafes without any ambiguiries : 

Him doe thry make choyce of for their Prince. 

Hee through the fawonr of the people gomerned. And 
although this Author hangleth our matter ſomewhat 
ſuccinctly ; yet, confronting _—_ With the things before 

g0= 


Chrov. p.3 c- 
Ann 105 5+ 


Lib.11,$4g-53. 


(10) | 


oing, it may cafily be ynderftood, Hereunto agreeth 


the reftimonie of Coſma Prainenſis : theſe be his words : 


eſter the denti of Breciilius,all the Bohemian Nati. 
on, both oveat ana mall, by common counſel, ard a like 
aFitiion an {will doe ELECT for their Duke , bes 
firft boyne ſoune, Tpingnen : /orging , &ATAKISS 
LETSO 1, 
Item. 
The Bohemians «ll fauomring Viadiſlaus, he us exal. 
ted to the T broxe, 
And againe, 
'The Bohemians all aſſenting , Vladiſlaus rs aduanced 
to the Throne, þ 
Theſe and many other teſtimonies are found among 


D 


' the Hiſtorians, which if they ſhould all be put here, the 


day would tooner tailc than they: for, from the verie 
firſt beginnings,cuen yorill the yearc r10g.they have re- 
mained in a continued courſe without interruption. In 
which yeare, Swateplncus being ſlaine, when as the Em- 
perour, at that time preſent (as afore we haue touched) 
at the in(tance of certaine noble men of Bohemia, remai- 
ning in the campe, de{ired that Ozho, the brother of Syua- 
zoplurus, might be ELECTED, and publiſhed: the Au- 
thor expreſlcly {aich thus : 

In the. Cenerall a(ſembly . te chiefs Lords For ithemſelnes 
aprieued at the E LECTIO N mare mm the came, 
contrarie tothe wſtitution and decrees of their Ance- 
; ters: 

To wit, whoſe ground works (as the Fundamentals of 

a moſt free and lawful! clection) were laid, Anno 670. 

And the ancient Manner, CF. 

That is to ſay, their old oblerued cuſtomes, euen to that 

yeric day inuiolably maintained, Wheretore alſo the 

States(as Dubravinsand other Hiſtorians teftifie) would 

not ratifie, nor admit for good the ELtcnT10x for- 

merly made: but to prelerue their ancientright, reieRing 
; Otho, 


(1) 


Otho,with the generall conſent of the whole people, they 
elected tor their Duke, V/adrſlays ; notwithſtanding that 
Bor ſinogins was the elder brother, Theſe are the words of 
Wladiſlans in the Author: | 

That it was no prinate thing which Borſiwogius deſired, 

but belonged to the ſuffrage of the whole people, And 
therefore not from ene bruther alone ;, but frem.all the 
States the 1(yernement to be ſought and ſned for , bee 
eauſe that mm fine 1s likg to be firme and ſtable, which by 
common counſcll foall be decreed. 

Vladiflaus dying, the States doe clect Sobilans his 
yonger brother : not onely three of the dead mans chil- 
dren put backe, bur againe allo his elder brother, the a- 
forelaid Otho, not caring, though as then hee had the 
caſtle of Prague 1n his hands and keeping. 


Otho would not yeeld wnto him the caſtle of Viſſerade, 
before he firſt percerned that by the penerall aſſembly, he 
was declared Prince, with (o great and gencrall con- 
ſent of the States, that he deſpaired of keeping the caſtle 
any longer : which after hee had quit , hee returned n 
Anxielie mito Morauia,and m threatning wrſe,as though 
in ſhort time hee would reuenge this inmrie 1 in that the 
Bohemians had preferred before him (who was the el= 


aer )his younger brother Sobiſlaus, 


Here a man may eaſily ſee, that to the Srates of the 


kingdome wholly belanged the pure andfreeELt © TI- 
o x of creating and chufing their King, Afterwards, in 
the yeare 1135, inthetime of Sobi/lans, inthe generall 
aſſembly of the States (the Prince and the States con- 
{enting ec gether) diuers decrees concerning the ELE C= 
TION were ordained, and among other things : 


I. The forme of the gouernement, in time of yacancie, Haiecfol.z33, 


what it ought to be, 
2, How and in what manner the States ought to be 


callcdyato the EL: EC TION. 
C 2 The 


———— - _— 
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3. The Parliament afſembled abouttheEr xc Tron, 
not to continue aboue three daies, 
4- That the Prince Exec T5 p,preſently after his en. 
trie, ought to confirme by Oath that he will make good, 
and pre! Vue the priviledges of the Barons, Nebles, and 
Comminalr:e. 
Hitherto the Afterwards, Frederich the Emperour, Anno 1159. (as 
inſticarions  beforc is faid of Hewrie, ond Yladſles declared King of 
- repel Bohemia) created WViaa [laws King, but not as yet the rOY= 
cuſtomes con- all name Wed. vntili P/ lip the Emperour, Anns 1200, 
cerningthe oauethe po! then Crowne to Primiſlius Orthorar ns, and fo 
El-&ion of the ,enewed the royall djgnitie, Herce {ſo many letters, ſo 
_— many priuiledges, ſo many reucrfals,and Pg explications 

thereot tollowing thereupon. For from the verie firſt E. 
LECT1ON cuen to that time, without the benefit or fa« 
uour of any Emperour, by no confirmation regall, orany 
other law written, but onely by cuttome, they hauc excre 
ciled their trecELECT1ON. But afterwards (the rC- 
gall dignitie with the dependenc.es thereot comming in. 
place) expreſlc Amthentikes were neceflarily required, 
Noryet,that the {aid En perors did offer any manner of 
preiudice to the liberties and priuiledpes of the Bohem.. 
an;,but rather ratifie, and more perfe&ly confirme them, 
the Letters of P/1l:p the Emperour doe witnefle. 


laiec, (ol. 96, | - : 
' That, to wit for enry 11 ſhould ve lawfull for them( Lu cWie 


There wv con- - 


Armed: the gcn cape the 9, ) by virtue of their ancient owes. fo E- 
kingdome of left whom/oener they wonld for their King. 
Boho: nO- The fame in a certaine priuiledp? of Freaer: 'c>> 2, Em- 


thing at all co 
belong to the 
Emper ur, but 


gd wh is confirmed in the words followino: | 
Yee diecorliitute and cc » firwae lym KC ins : and this (6 A. 


m re'peR of ied, ana ws: wthy a conſtitution we app) "OWE and the kmg- 
the regall dig- dime of Bohemia freely, and withwt all exithon of 
mUcic, | money (ac CC rding torve accmſt » med 1: 'fi ice Of our Conrt) 


we grant to bim,and hs [wee] 18 for emer, Willing that 
who/oency by them ſhall be Ele Qed /or K:mps,come unto 
Us , Or any [ncee([ors, induc manner to athe the Regall 
grin, Henc 
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Hence it appeareth manifeſtly, the Emperour to haue 
reſerued co himſelfe and the Empire only, the recogniti. 
on of the Regall dignine , as proceeding from him and 
eheEmpire : but the right of free ELEC T1ON tohaue 
lefral:ogether yntouched, For the Bohemian Kings and 
Princes themſelues, did neuer interprete theſe things any 
otherwiſe. For when as Arno 1216, Wenceſlaus Sonne to 
King Primiſlars (his Father yer living) was ELECTED: 
hereupon tuch letters of the Emperors approbation were 
erected: 


Our faithfull and well-beloned Henrie Marqueſſe of 
Moravia, and the whole State of the Loras, and No- 
bles of Buhemia, hane declared toour Highneſſe that 
by common conſent , and aſſent of our well belowed Ot- 
tocarus Ring of Bohemia they kaneELECTED 
for their King Wencellaus, the firſt borne ſonne of the 
Kinraome of Bohemia. | 


Behold here a teſtimonie more then authenticke e fa 
moſt freeEL:tcT10N, whete(to wit)the ſonnes of the 
Kings themſclues, could no other way bee advanced to 
the Crowne of Bohemia, but by the free and lawful Ex t 
C T10ON of the States preceding : which alſo by every 
approued Writer of the Bohemian affaires may bee pre» 
ued. and although ſeldome they ouer-paſſed them who 
were ſprung of the bloud Royall; yet ſometime alſo it 
hapned: Examples, King Rodw/ph, eAlberins Duke of 
B auaria, Georgins Poatbradins,and others. 


Nor mere doth the continued Succeſhon of bloud of paueur norco 
the former Kings ſerue to the pretended Inheritance, be drawne as 
than that of the Polonians , which (by reaſon of the E- © conſequent, 


-, Norgooddceds 
LECTION of the Sonne ef a precedent King)hath bin endl 


alwayes the ſame, Inſomuch as euen to their preſent 1; «vill. 
King (though otherwiſe a * Sueciar) the fauour of the * Of Sweden, 
Mos 
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Mothers Line originally derived from the Poſteritie of 

[agellus, (ometimec Prince of Polr, was much auaileable 

to him for the obtayning of that Crowne of Polonia, 

Meane while, yetthis Kingdome, without any contradi. 

&1jonto be plainly and moſt freclyELrtcT1vr,no man 

eucr denyed. For fecing that thele ewo Kingdomes haue 

(almoſt) both the telte-ſame foundation, (ro wit from 
 Caechiniand Lechys brethren ) and time, and people x 

yea and Language but a very little differing(as all Hifto- 

ries witnefle,) what ſhould hinder, bur that they cuen 
from the firlt beginning , in this point of Politike Go- 

Both the Son uernment, haue reſembled each other? But behdes this 
and Nephew, of Poland, we may produce alſo other examples, euen of 
and Nephewes the Sacred Romance Empire, where the Heirtes in bloud 
EE Ne- ave ſucceeded one to another. albeit they could haveno 
phew (the Fa- iuft claime, orhope « grounded vpon Hereditaric Succel. 
ther dead) are {10n, Surely the Anceſters of the Bohemians neuer ſuf- 
elected. What (ered the moſt free rightot Exc TioON to be wrefted 
Suceciiion 
Menceof Hes Out Ot their hands : info much as they oppolcd them- 
reditary righe ſelucs with all their might ro /-h» the ſonne of Hemnrie 
ina Kingdome the ſeventh Em percur, e170, 131TH, elected King. For 
Eleetiues | thathehadapvrpole to exchange Bohemia with the Pa- 
| CEOrpe >] liutimate: this being ref ugpnNant [Oo their frec E ME 1. 
taria. ' ON Wh! Ch) erar teth to no king (without the conſent of 
the States) any power cither of treatic, tranſaction,or 

d:\polall,or tetament,or rranſlation any other way what- 

locuer made, that may bee hurtfull to their Priviledges. 

The Letters giuen to the King by the States at that time 

ſolemn nely aſſen bled at Cxbrr. (commonly called E/b9- 


ea) doe declaic this ſufhcie: tly , the tenour whereof 1s 
tuch: 


We are 10107 ant ( S;r ) for what aeſirt on our parts your 
Maieftie / on'd eoe abewt to overthrow our fr ee, and 
most ancient Richtc of ELECTION. It cannot be 
bid from your Aarity that neither of force nor arms, 

but 
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but on:1y of onr propenſe lowe towards you, you haue bin 
ELECTED King. Wherefore not without inff 
cauſe, wee marueil, that by any pretenſed exchange, 

our Maieftiew:uld ſceme to [abictt vs to Lodwick 
67 Pauaria . and 8 {poyle Us of OHY mot free Print. 
ledge of ELECTION. Smwely Lodwick all 


netcr by ary meanes (except by force of Armes, or our 


free ELECTION) beare rule oner vs. 


This reſolution of the Bohemians ſcene, King John aiee. Fol.388. 
both procured the caſlation of the Treatie,and alſo made 


4 reconciliation with the States of Bohemia. 


This alſo teſtifieth Dubrarms in theſe words : 


There in 4 verie great Aſſembly of the Bohemians,Lods Pag.193- 
wick Dy his o wne teftimonie, doth pruroe the King of 


cz 


that ſo grieuons a ſusþicion they had of him , and 
ſheweth vnto them in writing the Pattion or e1 free - 
ment alreadie begunne with the King : wherein it was 
expreſly and plainly added; the ſame to remaine rati- 
ied and firme, If it were confirmed by the come 
mon aflent of the Bohemians. 


By this ſhort deduRion a man may eabily ſeez the 
States alwaycs to have prelerued the Right of Err c- 
TION; and that from the firſt Originall of the Bohemi- 
an Nation, not to haue acquired or ſought the ſame from 
any, either Emperour, or King, But Charles the fourth, 
when to him as Emperour, the aforeſaid Priviledges of 
Fredericke the ſecond , concerning the receiving of the 
Regall Dignitie, were to bee confirmed : mooued no 
!oubt with the loue hee carryed to his Poſteritie, andin 
hope to confirme the Hereditary Succeſſion, limited thus 
(bur of his owne head) the free EL: c T10N of the 


Bohemians. 
Iz 


ES 


— 
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Incaſe onely and enent where none Male or Female ſhall 
remayne aline legitimate , (which God forbid) defe 
cerded of the Linave, Progenie, Seed, or Royal Of- 
ſpring of Bohemia, 


But to Charl/es it belonged not to inſert a new clauſe 
te the Confirmation , and by this meanes to overthrew 
the States free Eleition, no morethen to his Father Joy, 
tO exchange Pehemia with the Palatirate, Allo no Con- 
firmation doth adde any new thing, Neither dothit be. 
long to any King to ouerthrow the ſundamentall Lawes 
of the Kingdome : eſpecially ſeeing they proceeded not 
from the pr ecedent Kings, but had their beginning even 
with the Nation it telte, Wherefore allo the ſaid clauſe 
(the which for detault or want of power aadAwficrty 
we by it ſclte is nothing) was never obſerued by the 
States. Alfo Charles in another Priut ledge both of the 
ſame day and yeare with the former, approouing in 
the words followi o,thefree EttcT n ON of Wenceſ- 
Lins, the ela Locnnk of Primiſlans Ottocarrns. is moſt e- 
aidlacly cContraric to himlelte. The words be theſe: 


Py {the Letters of the ſacred King of the Romanes, 
'E rederick, wherem is expreſſed "th, 't the lilns "Ws 
Henric . 'S4 (71 veſſe # Mo T4UulA , A 71 'd ! he w hole body 

- | 7 
ths " Rip » 9, | Nv bles of Bohemia, by the aſſent, 
and wil. of ihe $5227 1G1ES Orttocar, ſomet: me King 
of 1p arg ur m63F deare 0 eat Grand- Father.haue 


choſen for their King the [, witrious W ernceſlaus, bs 
eldet $0: - the { ſame E LECTION by the "7s 
ſard ; t red Ci Be K i»: r Of the AK 019145; C5 WAI approned, 


And agoine, ſ{cuen whole yeares after the afore-allea- 
ged Confirmation, to wit, 14-0 13 55- the ſame Charles 


doth alleage thc EL:CT10N of the ſad #7 enceſlans in 
theſe words : 


1'ho 
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## ho is knowne to hane held the ſame Marquiſate , with 

all the Honours, Domintons,and appurtenances there- 
of, by no other 'meanes , than as by this example our 
{elfe hold from the {ily;trions lohn of famons memo- 
rie ſometime King of Bohemia, our moit deare Fa. 
ther. As alſo that may be a verie probable Argument, 
out of the Letters of the ſacred King of the Romanes, 
Frederick, wherem t expreſſed , that the Iliuſtrious 
Henrie, then Margqueſſe of Morauia, and the whole 
body of the Peeres, aud Nobles of Bohemia, with the 
aſſent of the IliusFrions Ottocar , our great Grands 
father, elctted for their King bis Hlinstrious first- 
borne Sonne Wenceſlaus,and'the ſameELECT1I-. 
O N by the afore-ſaid Frederick was cor firmed. 


If therefore Charles himſelie doe both acknowledge 
and approoucthe ELEC T1ON ofthe Sonne of the King 
yet living; by what right doth he endeuour of his owne 
braine, to btivg in that often mentioned reſtraint, which 
deth altogether oppugne this free Exx© TioN? And 
how otherwhere can hee deny to the States power of E< 
Iecting , the Royall Iflue yer remayning ? Doe not all 
theſe things ſauour of manite(t Contraieties ? Moreoe 
uerthe words of Charles the fourth, well conſidered, it 
will appeare he ſpeaketh of the Males, or Females ſurvie 
ving of the Royall Blouud only of Bohemia, What canthis 
theretore profit Ferd/nand, borne of the Archedukes 
Bloud of Axftria? Neither is that inſtance of Ferdinand, 
(ſe farre ferched from his great Grand=-mothers Mother) 
any thing materiall which were it of any force,that Roy= 
a1] Bloud would extend ir ſelfe iz i»finitum: and loafree 
power of Elefling, ſhould never be granted to the Bohe= 
mians. Which yet Char/cs the fourth expreſly ſer downez 
and others alſo might be found both nearer,and worthy 
to bee preferred before Ferdinand. Hence therefore it is 

D cui- 
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evident, that the intention of (ar/es the fourth, can by 
no meanes bee extended beyond his owne Children ; as 
alſo the diſpoſall of V/adi/laus which alſo the clauſe of 


Charles the fourth, (which eight yeares after hee put in 
the Golden Bull Imperiall) doth approue.Thele arethe 
words of thceBull : 


Saving yer alwayes the Priniledges , Rights , 1:4 Cu- 
ſtomes, of OUY Kingdomes of Bohemia y 45 tonching 
the ELECTION of a Kingin caſe of vacancie, 
by the inhabitants of that Kingdome,who haue right of 
Eleiting a King of Bohemia, doing accordins to the 
contents of their Priniledges , and long obſerued Cu- 
ſtome from the ſacred Romane Emperonrs, or Kings 
#btayned : the which by this Imperial! Decree, wee 
munde in nothing t9 preindice - Tea , wee dre order 
the ſame now and ener hereafter, in all the tenour and 
forme thereot, ſhall be of moſs vndoubted ſtrength and 


validitie, 


Seeing therefore Charles the fourth, here-hence in the 
now cited Bull Imperiall, doth ſo firialy in cafe of va 
cancie of the Kingdome, preſcribe the maner of EleQing 
according to the Priniledges and long obſerued Cauitome of 
the Bohemians : And that there the Cuſtomes and Priui- 
ledges of the Bohemians, haue nothing at all which may 
make for the aforeſaid clauſe of confirmation, Yea, in as 
much as ?Venceſlans (his Father Ortocarss yet living) by 
no other Right bur of Ex: cT1on atrayned to the 
Kingdome. andthis Er.scT19 x approoued,and con- 
firmed by Charles the fourth himſclte: Ic followeth ne- 
cefſarily that now Char/es the fourth hath debarred him« 
{elfe from the right of that clauſe, and that inno wiſe it 
can bce extended further thanthe Iflue deſcended of his 
Family, now at this dayextinRt. And if others of the Fe- 
male Line deſccading trom Charles the fourth, ſhould be 
ſub. 


(19) 
ſubſtitute; affuredly both Kings, 8nd BleAovurs, nnd 
Dukes, (whereof hereafter more at large) frem thence 
s|/ſo drawing their Pedigree, would be tound much nea- 
rerto the Crowne, Adde hereunto that by the new con» 
ftitution of Charles the fourth, de e Arne 13 56. the Sons 
of the Kings could by no meanes reigne without EL x © 
T1 ON going before. The States allo afterwards obſer- 
ued this very triftly, and chiefly, Anno 1438, Forle 
ſaith Daubranm : 


Albertus made haite into Bohemia, that by hi owne 
preſence hee might approoue, and confirme the E L E- 
CTION there of him made, againit all thoſewhs 
rot only diſſented from it; but had made choice of an- 
ether for their King (a verie Child) towit,Calimire, 
brother to the King of Polonia, 


And Cxres.n Writer of Sileſia, (one of the incorpo- 
rate Provinces of Bohemia) hath thele expreſſe words : 


Sigiſmund the Emperour dying without Heire Male, 
before his death was a chiefe Anthour, and meanes to 
the Nobles of both Kingdomes (to wit, Hungarie, and 
Bohemia) that they would ELECT Albertus Prince 
of Auſtria, with whom Elizabeth, the Daughter of 
Sigiſmund was royned in Marriage. The connſaile 
of Sigilmund was yeelded wnto, and the Gonernment 
conferred vpon Albertus, 


If the Kingdoine bad beene Hereditarie, and to have 
fallen by right of Succeſſion to the Daughter of Sigi/- 
mund, the Wife of Albertus, what needed the Authoritie 
of Sigi/mwnd or his Counſell? After the death of this 
Alberts, notwithſtanding hee had a Sonne borne after 
his death, they E:zCTtp Albertms Duke of Banaria, 
D 2 with» 


(20) 


witheurt any reſpe&t at all had,either of Bloud or Linage, 
Theſe are the words of Sy/»;ws. 


The Bohemians(after the death of Albertus was knowne ) 
aſſembling at Prage , make one bode of the whole 
King dome, and appoint a day for the ELECTING 
of anew King, Thoſe who hated Albertus ,. deny hes 
Sorne to bee King, This ſentence prenayled. Theres 


fore Albertus Duke of Banaria, by the greater part of 
i he Tore es of the Lords is declared King. 


{4þ.57+ 


Alberts ofBa- And here is very remarkeable the reaſon of Duke A7. 

aaria, why bee berts refuſing of the Kingdome : which (as Drbrawimns 

reſuledthe  (efifieth) was not in reſpeteither of Bloud , or not of 

_—_— competent Eletien : bur of the difterence onely of Reli- 
gion, and of diſcord, For ſo expreſly writeth Dv s n 4- 
VIVS: 


Albertus Prince of Bauaria , contrarie to all mens opi- 
ions, excuſed himſelfe for not accepting of the Kings 
dome of Bohemia: Anſwering that hee had rather dye 
then reigne m that manner as the Brhemians deſired, 
for they deſired chat hee would not oxely allow and ap- 
proone the Communion in both kindes , but alſo protett 
the ſame with all his eftate and power , against all Ad- 
wer ſaries whatſoener. 


Fol. 138, Haiecins alſo doth by all meanes confirme this excuſe 
of Albertuss, ſaying he was otherwiſe much enclined to 
receive the Crowne, and that he went tothe Confines of 
Bohemia , as farre as Cham ; that hee entertained the 
Bohemian Ambaſſadours ſent thither, in the Bohemian 
Fongue,and gaue them thankes for ſo great Honor con- 
ferred ypen him: Neither to have regarded the Reaſons 
of the Emperour Frederick , (pretending I know not 
what right for his Nephew,) but onely to have mo 

eng 


(27) 
the Diſpute of Religion. Which done the Regall DIg- 
nitie was offered to Frederick.; who although hee did 
produce for excuſe the rights of his Nephew V/adiflaws, 
et there were other, and that more pregnant reaſons of 
his refuſall of the Kingdome, which Huiecins doth de- 
duce in Ann» 1441, Two yeeres after, the Scates againe Fo 129, 
ſend their Ambaſſadors to Frederich!, and becauſe here. £95 141+ 
fuſed the Kingdome, they defire out of hand to know _ 
whether he would permit and grant it to Lad;laus : Ad-"" 
ding that otherwiſe they would proceed to another Ele- 
Aion, Fredcrich therefore doth attempt all meanesforhis 
Nephew, who being eleQed, and afterwards dead 5 the 
Right of ELECTION, eAm 1458. was againe 
confirmed much more : For ſo Dxbraximns. 
In Bohemia there was nenter more ambitions bot pur- T.h.30, 
ſwate 92 Parliament for electing a Kinn:ſ0 many, C [0 Hates. Fol167. 
oreat Competitors there were , which hmaled it. | 
Where (among ſcuen or cight, among whom the Fin. If this King- 
peror himſelfe, Kings alſo & Princes were Competitors) -nrou/ oe - 
the States to ſhew their moſt Free Right of ELE CT 1> _ Ns 
O N, with one conſent (all the former rejeed) clefted clanſe of Char-" 
for their King Georgizs Podicbradius, cc, Here the words (es the fourth: 
of Dubranins come well ro be noted: 08 Near bope 
If the French Ambaſſadours mioht hane beene admitted 94 rape ”_ 
ard heard in Parliament , the opinion was ; that they 'grear mar 
world have carryed it away by voyces. nages ? 
Where is here(altheugh the aforeſaid Sutors omitred 9-39-p.344+ 
not to alleage what pretended right every one of them Conning oY 
had)where(l ſay)is that ſo often repeatedelauſe of Char- ng viniey: Z 
les the fourth, or reſtraint, or limitation? Had not the'l pray you was - 
freepoweref ELECTING a King, taken deep root” be ioyned to 


in the hearts of the Bohemians? Yea for the grcater' de.) be precedent 
Kings of Bobs-- 


monſtration of this Libertic,(the Sonnes of Podiebradias. ,,; > 
that was dead, negleAed, wherof hereafter more at}arge) 
i'new and ſolemne Parliamentis celebrated , for thc E- 

LE CT ING eta King : hereupon Dubrarms : 


It: 


Liv.31. 
Mics, Fol.1y9 ts 


Hai, Fol,213« 


(22) 


It was a ſolemne euſt ome that the —_— CYO4- 
ting a King ſhould be celebrated at Prague,bnt it ſee- 
med good among ſo many diners aſfettions and diſpoſiti- 
#15 at that time of all the States, aud haning Prague in 
great iealouſie, and ſuſþition , to tranſlate the Parlia» 
ment to the Hils of Curttemberg , pxbliks aſſurance 
and ſafe condutt being vinen to all men to come thi- 
ther, and returne freely , and with great hibertie to end 
the oming of their VOYEeS. Roſen(s, and others , ole 
gining their voyces with great content , helped Mat- 
thias, but the maior part deſired for their King Vla- 

diſlaus, the Sonne of the King of Polonia, a young 
man, and by reaſon of his age not infetted with any 
partiall Fatt ions : the preater number prenailed, 


In this Eleftion there can no Hiſtorian bee alleaged, 
who ſaith, that there was mention made of Bloud and 
Linsge. For if the Royall Stocke and Linage had giuen 
any occalionto ELECTION , well might the Sonves 
of William of Saxon , comming of the elder Sifter of 
King Laa!/[am, have beene preferred before Caſimire, 
Sonne to the King of Po/ard, of the younger. And al- 
though afterwards the afore named Y/adiſlaws King of 
Bohemia , agreed with the States for the eleCting and 
crowning of his Sonne, yet after his death, when his 
Sonne ſent his Ambaſſaders , (with the Ambaſſadors of 
the Emperour and King of Poland) to the States, the firſt 
time they ſuftcred a great repulſe;at length after a whole 
yeare very great controverſies(by reaſon of the Oath and 
other circumſtances )ariſing,and firflextinguiſhed, with 


very great difficultic heis eleRed. Theſe are the words 
of Dubraxiuns. 


\ The States ave promiſe the free Gonernment to Lod- 
wick, por this condition, that ſo ſoone as hee (hould 
come into Bohemia, be /hould confirme the Lawes and 
Li. 


Liberties of all the States with his owne month 
Oath, 44 is accuiFomed to the Kings of Bohemia, 


Lodwick being dead,the ELECTION againe was pol, 267, 
held with very great Solemnitie : where although Fer- | 
dinand alleaged his double right, as well in re{peRt of 
his Wife, Anne the Daughter of Lodwick, that was dead, 
23 alſoinreſpet of the Pations of the Family; yerthe 
States (none of all theſe things regarded) did make haſte | 
to the ſolemne ELscT1ON. And ordayned out of e- | 
very of the three Provinces eight ELscTors forthe ' 
choofing of a King : yet taking firft a ſolemne Oath to | 
ele& the moſt worthy, Ir is true indeed that Ferdinand, perdinand, by | 
was eleQed but for other cauſes; wherefore alſo thence- no Hereditary 
forth, he renounced thoſe Rights before pretended and Right buronly 
by his Ambaſſadors moucd, by expreſſe reuerſalls:the te- : Fog _ | 
nour whereot 1s this : _ 1$ Crows 

ncgdg, 
We Ferdinand, by the grace of God King of Bohemia, 
Infant of Spaine, Arehauhe of Auſtria, Margueſſe 
of Moravia, Duke of Luxemburgh,Silefia and MMar- 
gueſſe of Luſatia, &c. Doe make knowne to all men by 
the tenor of theſe preſents, how that the Barons,No- 
bles and alſs Cities,and the whole Comminaltie of the 
Kingdome of Bohemia, of their free and meere good 
will, according to the Liberties of that 120k, Ki 
ELECTED ws for the King of Bohemia : where- | 
fore wee acknowledge that wee hane wnderitood this | 
thing from their Ambaſſadonurs, and know (indeed) 
ard find, that the fore-ſaid States and Comminaltie of 
that K ingdome, not of any right , but ſo 4s before is 
written(chooſing vs for King of Bohemia) of their ſree | 
ard meere good will hanue made that ELECTION, 
Witneſſe theſe our Letters confirmed with our Seale ane 
nexed : Gizen inthe Citicof Vienna the 13.0f Decem- 
ber,t5 26 


For 


The reuerſall 
Lerrers of Ko- 


of Brbcunia, 


dalvh the Sc- 
eond, Empe- . 
rour andKing. 


(24) 


'*For the anſwer of thelſc reuerſalls, that they (to wit, 
Anno 1545. and 1547. in the Parliament) were changed, 
the States with the Provinces incorporate, doe alledge 
Ignorance altogether : and they of the houſe of Auſtria, 
ſecing they affirmeit, letthem alſo looke vnio it, how 
they will proue it : yea, if further inquirie ſhould bee 
made into this Parliament, it would cafily be cnicted, 
their proceeding to haue been vyerie preiudiciall and dan. 
verous tothe hiberties and priviledges of the Bohemians, 
And ſo the Bohemians ſhall be deſtitute of no defence ci. 
ther ofcxception of detault of authoritie, or of conſtraint 
by violence, or ftcare, or of other things that may make 
for them, 


After that, in the yeare 1549, Afaximilian, at the in. 

Rance of his father Ferdinand. in the ſame manner alco- 

ether, as the ſonne of Frm ſlans, was ELECTED King: 
and after his fathers death, 4s 1562, was crowned. 


The ſame happened, Armo 1575 , With Redolph the 


ſonne of Aſaximilien. 


How AMatthias, Arno 1608 , came vnto the-Crowne, 
there is no man 1gnorant : for the reverſall Letters, aſwel 
of Kodopb, as of Matthias, doe plainely ſhew, that he at- 
rained to the Crowne of Bohemia neicher by tranſaQion, 
or diſpoſall, or priviledge, or treatie, or by the clauſe of 
Charles the Fourth, or any other Right : but onely by 
the free and lawfull Er. ex © T10N of the States, The re- 
uerſalls of Redw/pb, among other thing), are in this man- 
ner: 


We haxe required the States of Bohemia that if we ſbould 
happen to die without heires Alales, they wonld accept 
for their future King,the Archduke Matthias, onr el= 
deft Brother : after that hee hath (awfully ſought it of 

them, 


= 


them, atcording to their primiledger , and that after 
eur death, they wonld ELECT andcrowne no other 
| but him fledjaſtly beping that the States, beth for the 
aforeſaid werg htie reuſtns, andibe generall geed of the 
King dome, will condeſcend tothe our friendly petition, 
We on the otber ſide, for vs, exr hetres, and all onr ſuc- 
Ceſſors of the kingdom of Bohemia, do promiſe,that this 
acceptation ( and after our death, ELECTION, and 
Coronation of our welbelowed Brother ) ſhalluo way bes 
frautnient, or preindicrall, neither to their recerned pri- 
wiledgesr, ſtatutes, donations, cvftomes , &c. efþe 
from the times of Ottocarus, lohn, Emperors ; Charles, 
Wenceſlaus, Sigiſmund, Alberr, Ladiſlaus,George, 
Lodwicke, Ferdinand, «nd Maximilian,our moſt deare 
Father, In witneſſe, &e, 


The words of the reuerſall Letters of Fſatthias are 


theſe; | 


We hane often d:fired our Lord and Brother the Empe= 
rour Rodolph, that during hu lift tre be would deſire 
the States, for the acceptation of vs , (wee notwnhbſian- 
ding firit lawfully demanding the ſame) as the eldeff bro- 
ther of by Mavuflie , ſo as bus Maieftte dying without 
lawfaul hewer Males, they would not ELECT for their 
Kg, and crowne any other beſides vs. To whom aſſem- 
bled (a large propeſition being made from his Mateſte, 


The reverſals 
«f Matthias the 


Emperour, 


and our Embaſſaaour preſent ) we hane there promiſed, King of nobe- 
that if the petrt10n of bu Maieſtie bee yeelded unto, this mia, and Pre- 


fpall nothing at all dev gate from their liberties , prints 
ledges, and ancient obſerned euflomes, W hich done, the 
States with @ free andoynt conſent, wpon his Maieſties 
propoſition and our petition, bane declared v1 for the 
Fire 10 come and after the deceaſſe of his Mauftie withe 
ont beires Males, ( a5 the eldeſt brother of his Maie- 
ftie) to be elefled andcrowned King, &c. 
p 


Ferd, 
ns 


And 


decefor of 
inand thar 
13 


(26) 


And this declaration of the Stater, wee doe promiſe ſhall 
not deregate, or any way be hurtful] to their priniledger, 
wor owght to be, Cf. 


By that which hitherto bath beene ſaid, it may eaſily 
appeare, the Kingdome of Bohemia to be altogether E- 
LECTIvE,and not at all hereditarie; yea, and that the 
right of ELE CT10N can neuer by any treatie, diſpoſal, 

ation, or any other way be infringed, or limited, For 
the right of ELECT10N (as hath beene often remem- 
bred) tooke her beginning , not from any Prince, but 
from the moſt ancient foundation of the Kingdome,cuen 
to this day inuiolate, and yntouched , in a continued 
courſe and order without any interruption at all, And 
although againſt the aforeſaid aCfts, lawes, and priui- 
ledges,ſome things might be obicRted, yet the reverſals 
of Redelphand Matthias now alreadie produced , doe 
proue an yndoubted rightof ELE cT1o0N, Andifthe 
pretended right of Swcceſſion were or cuer had beene ſo 
manifeſt, what needed ſo many words and reuerſals ? Al. 
ſo it is to be noted, that the ſaid treaties of the two bro. 
thers, Rodo/ph and Matthias , (which they begun by 
a mutuall conſent with the States) are of more force than 
all other declarations, and precedent diſpoſals : not one- 
ly in reſpeR of time bur alſo in reſpeR of forme and mat- 
ter. For there expreſly the common conſent of all the 
States is alledged, which no otherwhere, neither in the 
priuiledge of Charles the Fourth, or the diſpoſall of YVla- 
diſlans or in any other writing is to be ſcene ; nor yet the 
ſaid priviledge or diſpoſall of any Emperour, one or 0- 
ther, found to be confirmed: which ſurely doth put ypon 
this whole matter no {mall ſuſpition, And by good right 
{ harles the Fourth YVladiſlans,and Ferdinand, (ſeeing they 
alwaies ſpake in fauour of themſclues and their poſteri» 
tie) arc reported to have beene but bad witnefles in their 
owne 
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owne cauſe; neither were their letters confirmed bythe 
ſucceeding Emperour, Burif they had bin approved by 
the common conlent of the States, they wight.in ſome 
fort have beene borne withall : bur ſeeing the Kings are 
both actors and witneſſes, yerie well in this caſe may 
theirteſtimonie be reieed, 


By all theſe things may any one (not ouer-taken with 
paſſion) eafily ſee, that the States in all ages even to this 
day, by force of their proper li\bertie, haue ſtrongly maine = 
tained, and preſerued, the free and abſolute power of E= \ 
LECTING Kings: ſothat nove whoſocueris able Jaws . 
fully to pretend any right atall co the Crowne of Bohe- 
wia, but onely by the lawfull and free ELs cT10N of 
the States, ELEC Ti D. And alſo he that ſhall actemprt 
any thing agaiuſt thefreeELECT10 N ofthe States, 5p» - 
ſo fatto doth diſable himſelte of rbe Crowne. 


Now let ws ſee the CAr guments of the con- 
trarie INFORMATION. 


Firft of all, hee citeth priuiledges, and in the Margen, The frivolous 


the Golden Bull Imperiall of Charles the Fourth. But and iceble 


the Author of the Information ſeemeth to haue put the $*249%s of the 


Therefore the firſt fundamentall reaſon in order is, the F#%1- 
confirmation of {{harles the Fourth,cf the ſaid priviledge | 
of Fredericke the Second, Hereunto even now and alres« 
die is anſwered, and to any one looking well intothis in» 
formation it may eaſily oppeare. 


E 2 Firft, 


This clauſe is 
ſubicR ro a 

thouſand cx- 
pofirions and 


ambiguities. 


(28) 
' Firſt, That the ſame is called the Golden Bohemian Bal, 


in title onely, | 
Secondly, That it is no other thing then the confirms. 


_ tionof the priviledge of Fredericke the Second. 


Thirdly, Further , that nothing elſe was demaun- 


ded from the Deputies of the States at that time , whoſe 


Names are prefixed in the ſaid writing, 

Fourtbly , The words of the ſaid writing doe teſtifie 
the ſame. 

Fiftly , Therefore, that the clauſe of the ſucceſli- 

onof the royall iflue, annexed by Charles the Fourth, te 
the aduantage of himſclfe and his children, was inſer= 
ted ro the great preiudice of the libertie of the Bohe- 
IANS, 
Sixtly , Neither did the Bohemians euer allow the 
ſame. Alſo in later times (although there were many 
Emperors of the houſe of eAsftria) there appearcth yet 
no ratification of any Emperour : all which doe argue 
the manifeſt invaliditie of the ſaid clauſe,and rhe imper= 
fe&ion of their pretence or claime, There is yet in the 
ſaid confirmation this clauſe: 


In caſe or enent, where the Male or Female not ſuruining, 
or by any other way ſhallhapp:nto be vacant. 


By the force of this confirmation,and clauſe in other 
places alledged againſt the Bohemwany, it ſeemeth eafie ts 
proue that theſe things make for the States, and that the 
vacancie of the Kingdome doth not fimply and mecrel 
conhift in the default of heires Males or Female, but alſo 
in other defaulcs, Bur howſocuer this be,daily praiſe 


to is aforeſaid) is altogether contrarie to the tri re- 


raint ofthis confirmatien. And although the often re- 
ated clauſc of the ſaid Bull, together with the conſe- 
quence of the Auffr:an; drawn frem thence, were of ſome 
WOment ; yet it is manifeſt that the Offpring deſcending 
| from 


by -—» 
-*# 

*. 

Y 

( ) | | 


from the heuſe of Luxembarg by the elder fifter Mito: 
the wifc of W/liaw Duke of S«xon,the eldeſtdaughrer of 


the Emperour Albert,of the houſe of Anftria, Mould a- 


ther come nearer the Crowne of Robemis, then thoſe of 


' the houſe of AvufFrie at this day living, For the A»ftrie 
ans doe deſcend from the younger fifter, to wit, Eliza- 
beth, the ſecond daughter of Albertasthe Emperour,and 
wife of { a/imire, King of Polonia, the great grandfather 
of Anne wife to Ferdinand of eAnſtria, the brother uf 
Charles the Fift, Emperour. Now on the other fide,let ys 
ſce the offpring ofthe ſaid Filiam Duke of Saxon. Surcly 
among them of the houſe of Brandenburg, of Denmark, 
of Mckelburgh, and others, are found ſomany, that even 
the moſt renowned Queene of Bohemia, Elizabeth, the 
daughter of Great Br:taine, may derive from thence her 
pedegree. Wherefore this argument, the-of the Aw- 
ſtrians, withour all exception the greateſt (as they would 
haue it) may eaſily be oucrthrowne.. | 


charles the Fourth, Emperour, Ying 


PEE 


(30) 


of Bobemua, the Author ofthe 
often :epeated claule. 


Sigi/mund. 


Elizabeth, the wife of 


Albert of 


the houſe of Auſtria,Em- 


perour, and King 


of Bobemia. 


— . 
Anne, the cldeft daugh- 
ter of Albert,wite of 'il- 
ham Duke of Saxon. 


Margaret , the wife of 
Jobn, ElcQor of Branden- 
burgb. 


Anne, the wife of Fre- 
derick ihe Firſt, King of 
Denmarye, 


Chriflianxs the Third, 
King of Denwarke, 


' Frederiche the Second, 
King of Denmarke, 


Anne, the witc of Iames, 
King of Great Britaine. 
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Charles Flaabeth 

 Princeof' | Queene of 
Bohemia, 


Walcts. 
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Ki "ay tas 
Eligabeib , the yonger daughter of Albert, 
the wife of Caſimir, King ot Polonia. 
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 Hlediftat 
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Elizabeth, aftcr her name 
changed and called Ame, 
the wite of Ferdinand , of 


the bouſe of Auſtria, 
c We 6D 


ied 


— Palatine, 


FT”: 
Maximilian Empe. 
] 

Y YOON 


Kedulph. Matthias. 


Charles. 


[ 
Ferdmand 


now Emp. 


SEEM RIN! 
$ophia,the wite of Frede« 
rick Marquefle of Brant 
denburg. 


Marie,the wife of Frede- 
Yi  Simmerexſ6s ;EleRor 


ſ 
Loeawick the Fourth , E- 
le&or Palatine. 


| 
Frederich the Fourth, E- 
le&tor Palatine, 


/ 
Frederich the Fifr , King 
of Bohemia, &c, Elector 


Palatine,&c, 
—  —_—q 


The clauſe hath thus: 
the Male or Female of the 
rojall Linage. Bur the 


moſt renowned King 
and Queene of Bobe- 
mia , Frederich and Eli- 
zabeth, are (as you ſee) 
of the royal] linage- 
Ergo, 


The 
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The ſecond Argument ef the I»former is, the diſpeſall Fel.r, 
of Vladiſlav; but this is both of lefle force than that, and a7 —_—_ 
1, 


in ſome ſort doth ſceme to make for the States ; where * ” 


(to wit) he doth affirme King Lodwick, of the meere free 
fas will of the States of Bohemnra, to have been recciued 
King, which free will (ſarely) euerthrewing S»cceſſion, 
doth againe ſcemeto Rabliſh Exzxc TroN. Andit was 
the true intent and meaning of this diſpoſall, oncly to 
sflurethe States of the Education and Marriage of the 
Children of V/adi/[aus.Now whatſocuer is there ſaid con- 
cerning the Succeſſion of eAuxe the Kings Daughter, 
that is only ſpoken incidentally and by way of narrati- 
en, not to proouec anything at all, Neither was.it in the 
Kings powerin this caſe, by exprefle Law to diſpolc;and 
alchough the ſaid diſpoſall were of ſome weight, yet itis 
tobe ynderſtood not of all ix infinitum, deſcending from 
the ſaid e Arne, bur onely of her ſelfe, and ſothe lame for 
Ferdinand appeareth to be of no cfhcacie, | 


As forthe third Argument ef the Jyformer, to wit,the Fol.r. 


Reuerſals of Ferdinend , enen now and before is anſwe- The Reverſals 


of Ferdmand 


red, ſoasitis tobe iudged of no mement.For Ferdinand anged. 


hirmſclfe, e-£:70 1 526.(not as thenignorant of his owne 
pretences, nor necding to be informed thereof, nineteene 
yeares after to haue vnderſtood of them,) doth clearely 
confefle, and declare ſufficiently beth by his Ambaſſa. 
dours at that time ſent, and Letters reverſals: that there- 
by hee doth renounce all thoſe his pretepces, Surely that 
thoſe Reverſals,either after the ſpace of nineteene yeares, 
or for other aduerle accidents, Anno 1545+ and in the 
yeares following ( whereof more in their due time and 
place) ſhould ſuffer ſhipwracke and miſcarrie, there is no 
reaſon that can indure to heare of it. And in whatſoe- 
ver manner and ſenſe the Reucrſals of the yeare 1545, be 
taken, yet they doe alwayes make mention of the foree 


afſſedEtzc T10K ſayin 
P yang , of 


5% » 


The Conſtitu- 


tions of the 
Kingdome. 
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Of their owne free and meere good will they hane elefted 
and receined vs for their K mg and Lord , which for- 
wardneſſe of the States, and ELECTION and 
receining of our Perſon for King , wee will both proſe. 


cute and recompence with all clemencie, 


And this is that which the States of right defire, Fer- 
dinard the firſt allo himlelfe approucd; but to Ferdinand 
the tecond, of whom now the queſtion is, this is altoge=- 
ther diſpleaſing. Wherefore che States doe {o often come 
plaine of the laid Ferdinand the ſecond, both that he of- 
fered violence to their Priuiledges and Liberties : as 
alſo that the alleaged Confirmations , and Reuerſals, 
(ſometimes approuing Hereditarie Succeſſion, ſometimes 


ELECTION of free and meere good will, with pro- 


miſe of gratuitie) are altogether contradiftorie; and fo 
the Kingdomes Hereditarie, (as the Aulirians contend 
to make Bohemia) to have nothing commen with the E- 
lectiue, rend.ing of thavpkes and other promiſes there- 
ypon. And it remayneth more then manifeſt, Hereditary 
and E/ettiye to be incompatible, and cannot agree toge= 
ther : and hereypen neceflarily the moſt ſtrong Argu- 
ments ef the Auſtrians to be vaine and ef no «fc. 


Hitherto we hane anſwered the grounds of the /»for- 
mer, which he hath produced vnder the title eA. 1.2.34 
Vuder the Letter B, hee alleageth the Conſticutions of 
the Kingdome , XY. but heere the Originals are to bee 
ſought ouc of the Records ar Pragnc,and not of Vienna, 
from whence the {»- former tooke the concordances, But 
the States of Bohemia doe alleage, apply, and expound 
their Conſtitutions, according to the fundamenrall 
Lawes of the Kingdome ; practile obſervations, and by 
their Priwiledges and confirmed Cuftomes, And why 
ſhould the Bohemia s,who euen ro this day (as before at 


large is declared) hauc had and cxcrciſcd alwayes a free 
E- 


(33) 
ELECTION, admit any reſtraint or limitation thereof, 


Vader the Letter C. js alleaged the Patliament of the Fol.r. 
Kiagdome of ihe yeare 1547, inſerted in the Tables of 
Kingdome, but inthe Margine onely; neither is there 
any Argument Worthy ef an Anſwere drawne from 
thence. 


Vader the Letter D. arc againe cited the Confticuti- Fel. r. 
ons of the Kingdome, B. ;. B.7. B.8, but without any F#l.z» 
further deduction. In the cnd hee doth allcage the Oath 
of the Inhabicants of [ragwe, and Lextmeritz made in 
the time of /obr and Charles his Senne; butchat ſerveth 
onely for that time,neither can be drawne to any further 
hate abs : and the tenor of the ſaid Oath doth ſeeme 
to diſagree with the intent of the Informer, For behold 
the e:prefſe words of the Oath; | 


The Heires and Succeſſenrs deſcending of the Line 
Alaſculme, | 


Hence it sppeareth that the vigor of that Oath was ex- F#' 22 
Pired for detawlr of the Line Maſculine of Luxemburgh 10b1 of Luxe 


: * burgh 
and rather co make agaipſt the Auſtrians, whole pre- Wu horn 


tence is grounc.ed vpon the Female. 7 and +6 ates; 
Crowne of Be | 
The Informer ſaith : | bemie. 


That Iohn of the Houſe of Luxemburgh attayned ro 
the Kingdome , it was becauſe hee had to Wife the 
Dawg hter of the K w1g of Bohemia. 


For confirmatien hereof , the [former alleageth Hi- 
ftorians , when as it is alrogether manifeſt. that-they 
meant another thing, Forithey tay it was done by Ex B- 
©T1ON, andthe States of Bohemia to hauc offered the 

= F King= 
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Kingdome to [ohs the Senne of Henrie the Emperour, 
which though the Emperour rather defired for his Bro. 
ther Walramns, then for his onely Sonne, as yet of more 
tender age, notwithſtanding ypon the great inſtance of 
the Ambaſſadours (5s they had in command) at length 
the ſaid /ob» marryed to Wife the Daughter of the King 
of Bohemia. And fo was firfteleRed, and afterwards by 
reaſon of thiSELECT10N martyed to the Kings 
Daughter. See the words of Dabr arias : 


I's the Parliament at Numburge, there publikely in the 
Aſſembly with open voyees they deſired another more 
fie King; herewntoenclined the voyces and ſuſſrages of 
all, thar lohn of Luxemburgh, the ſore of Henrie 
the Emperony [hould be made choice of, for King tothe 
Kingodome of Bohemia. 


Hen'y of Carix- And this hiſtory by Flarecins is more atlarge deſcribed, 


tibia , where- 

fore depriued 
of the King- 

gomc. 


by reaſon of He»rie of Carmihia,who marryed the eldeſt 
Daughter of Werceſiarrs, The Informer, ſaying that hee 
was deiected from che Throre of Bohemia, for rebellion 
againſt the Romane Empire, ſpeaketh childiſhly ; for not 
the pretended rebellion of the Informer, bur his extorti- 
ons and cruelties made him odjqus to the pevple, The 
words of Db! auins are thele : 


That they might bee delivered from the intolerable Go- 
wernment of Henric. 


Neither could the Wife and Daughter of Hexry (had 
tae Kingdome beene Hereditaric) for his fault have becn 
deprived of their Right, Neither did the Daughter of 
Herrie (although nobly marryed, or his Sonne ever pre- 
tend any right at all to this Kingdome, It is fslſe theres 
fore that the Kingdome fell to the younger Siſter, by the 
elder Sifter 8nd het Husbands falling from their right, 
but 
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but by yertue of EleRion : and this Henrieto have been 
ELECTED, and not to have obtained the Kingdome b 
right of Succeſſion, D«bravins teltifieth expreſly in theſe 
words : 


The States aſſembled in a lawſull Parliament, doe ftrine 
with great contention for ELE CTING of 4 King : 
Jome altogether deiþi/ing a flranger-King, the reft di- 
ftratted betwixt Redolph the ſonne of Albertus the 
Emopcromr, ad Hentie of Carigthia who was preſent. 


. As for the Succeflion of the Houſe of Luxermburgh, 
and of eA/bertus the Empperour,as allothe ELECT /- 
ON ofthe Duke of Bawaria, & theſe things that follow, 
is alreadie anſwered ; and the ſolemneand free Err c- 
T10N of Albertss ſufficiently proucd. Neither is it ma- 
teriall that the Moravians did expoſtulate with the Be- 
bemians (whereof notwithſtanding the Hiftorie maketh 
no mention,) for the (aid free ELECT1ON of Albers 
ts : For tothe deciding of our caſe this doth nothing 
at all appertayne. The ELECTION of Podiebratins 
was not onely lawfull, but elfo contirmed by Frederick 
the Emperour himſclfe,the head of the Houſe of Anftria, 
and to Podiebratius his Predeceſior , Ladi/lans at the 

point of death ſpeaketh thus : 


I mui now aye, the King dome to come ito thy hands: I 

aſks of thee tws things ; one that thou goterne the 

" Promincials initly, Cc. T he other that theſe who hane 

followed mee ont of Auftria, and the other Prouinges 

thou ſend them backe ſafe into therr Conntrie without 

ary violence offered them, Where is this Heredita» 
ry Succeſſion? 


Wherefore the words of the [»former concerning the 


Succeflor of Podiebratins where be ſaith; 
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After the death of George , although hee left Heires 


Males , yet the Kin gdome to hane returned againe of 
right to the ordinarie Succeſſion ; 


Is nothing but a meere Cavill, and idlenefſe : for theſe 
are the exprefſe words of (Yomerss. | 


Podiebratius /g»ified ro Cafimire, Kimy of Polonia, 
that hee would ordayre one of his ſonnes , (with the 
conſent of the States of Bohemin) for his Succeſſour; 
bu owne ſonnes neglected ; not by any Hereditarie 
right of a nies bong (which is note at all among 4 
free Nation ) but by a firgular inclination and affect;. 
on of all che Bohemians towards Calimire, and com. 
mnion of Language with the Polonians. 


Where is this ordinarie ſucceſſion, which the Informer 
dreameth of? Is ir to bee found in the defignation of 
Podiebratins ? or in the inclination of the Bohemians? or 
in the communion of Language with the Po/onians? or 
laftly, in the words now repeated, Vor by any Hereditarie 


Right of the Kingdome, whioh js none at all among a free 
N ation * 


Here for concluſion jt is to be knowne and noted wel; 
that Lodwick King of Hungarie and Polonia . had two 
Daughters; the elder whereof Afarie, mar:yed Sig1ſmmnd 
the Emperour, and King of Bohemia : the younger,lagel- 
tn; Prince of Litnania, After the death of Lodwicke, $i- 
go was EL*CTrp King of Hungarie, and lage!- 

us of Polonia. And although afterwards, the Quecnes 
bothof them dyed withour any iſſue at all,yer the King« 
domes rewayned to both the Kings : there aſon, becauſe 
they were both of them not Hereditarie(otherwiſe they 
had faine to the Queenes next Allies) bur meerely Ele- 
ive, And althengh after that,the (aid Kings contrated 
other 


\ F 
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other marriages nothing art all pertaining tothe Bloudz 
royall of the aforeſaid Loawicke, or his Daughters, yer 
the children by them Wy II were ELEBCTEÞ afters 
wards for Kings, You ſee here ſnceefſion,nothingar all 
to haue prevailed, Þut onely the free ELB CT1ION of 
the States, Surely in Kingdomes hereditarie it is farre'0. 
therwiſe, Philip the Second, King of Spaine, being joy- 
ned in marriage with Afarie Queene of England; after 
her death was forced to quitte all and be gone, and the 
Kingdome fell to Elizabeth the fiſter of Queene Mare : 
the reaſon, becauſe it was hereditarie, and not (as the a. 
foreſaid Kingdomes) ELECTIVE, 

Ferdinand of eAragon, and his wife //abelheire of Ca« 
file, dying, & leauing behind them many daughters, rho 
eldeſt daughter (the wife —— of Anſtria) was Pre- 
ferred before the reſt in the'ſueceſhon of all thoſe King. 
domes : The reaſon, becauſe all thoſe Kingdomes were 
heredit arie, and not (as oursis) ELECTIVE... 

R-bert,King of Naples, leauing behind him three Nee= 
ces, the eldeſt of them (the two younger excluded) was 
admitted-into the poſſeſſion of the whole kingdame r 
the reaſon, becauſe that Kingdome is hereditarie, And ſo 
this is to be obſerucd ina} Kingdomes where women 
ſutceed. You (ce here betweene the Kingdomes of Po- 
land, Brhemia, and Hungarie(whichare ELEBCT1v8:) 
and the Kingdom:s of England, Caſtils, Waples, &c, 
(which are heredirariethar alſo women ſucceed) verie 

eat differences of ſucceſſhon, For if our Kingdowes 
ſhould haue beene tranſlated to/women, ſurely: Sg 
end and Jagelins (their wines being dead) ſhould hauc 
beene forced io haue left all and departed. Which nog 
being done, it neccflarily followeth the ſard Kingdomes - 
to ſauour of no here. (itarie ſuccef{tron at all. 

Hitherto bri: fly the ELECTIONS ſucceſhuely fol-- 
lowing one another, with theirprincipall circumſtances, 
have becne declarcd : to demonſtrate tha Bobemians not - 
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to be guiltie at all of rebellion, diſloyaltie , and conſpi. 
racie as the preiudicate /»former vrgeth. And if the [u- 
former doe truely accuſe them of ſuch crimes, why doth 
he net cxprefic their caſes ? which it he had done, with. 

out doubt the Bohemians would eaſily hauc confured 

them. Alſo the I»former doth proceed to that audacitie, 

as to deniethoſe Kings (whom he nameth)to haue been 

ELzCTED : and o by his gloſles is net aſhamed to of« 
fer violenceto a language , whereof (perhaps) he is ig- 

norant, Whenas notwithſtanding the lame Kings them. 

ſelues, eſpecially [ohn, Albert, and Ferdinand in their let« 

ters(yea and thatin the Latine Tongue,and Latine phra« 

ſes written) doe confeſle that they were ELEcT#Dp by 

the freeELECT10 x of the States. 

The /»forwer proceedeth, 

N #1ther an abſolute nor conditional ELECTION doth 

belong to the States, but in caſe, Cc. 

Anſwer. What further condicions therefore have the 
Bohemians preſcribed to Kodolph of Anuflria , Podiebrati- 
vs, an others (who obtained the Crowne through no 
precedent conſanguinitic , butonely by EL: cT10N) 
then te the relt which were cither brothers or ſonnes of 
the precedent Kings? And the Letters reuerfall, and the 
ſolemne oathes taken by all the Kings , what are thity 
elſe but conditions, or couenants of great force,and cone 
ditionall E.tcTrions? 

But the /»formey perfilteth : 

Although they did net obſerue them, yet owght they not to 

be deprived of the Kingdoms, 

An\wer, Surely the contrarie, by the aforeſaid ex» 
amples, doth clearely appeare, and what other conſe- 
quence can there be implied in the reciprocall obligation 
of a King and his ſubieQs? 

The /»xformer faith: 

Such penaltie is net proxided for by ( curnant, Lawer, nor 

Parliaments. 


An [weT. 
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Anſwer, The ancient obſerued cuſtomes of the king. Haieefol233, 
dome of Bohemia are in ſtead of written Lawes , yea a- 
mong other conſtitutions, the Statesin the reigne of So. 
biſlaw expreſiely decreed: | 

That if at any time the King of Bohemia ſponld with. 

out reaſon makg warre againſt the Bohemians, then the 
States and people owght to be exempied, free, aud abſo!- 
wed from all obedience and ſubiettion, 

The Informer proceedeth: ' Fol. 6. 

It s againſt equitie , that any one ſpould be both an accu- 

ſer, awitneſſe, and a Inage at once, 

Anſwer. The examples of Henrieof Carinthia, of 
lobn, in reſpe& ofhis exchange of Bohemia, and of other 
Kings, doe teach, that this is nothing at all againſt equi. 
tic. For the Sratescuer have beene,and are yer, the Cen- 
ſors and Guardians of their priuiledges : yea 8lſo the la- 
ter £mperovrs ordained them to be Defendors of their E- 
dis, and Liberties, and chiefly of Religion. 

To the examples of Fanceſlans, and Podiebratins,is al- Fol, 6. 
readie anſwered, 

The excuſe vpon the receiuing of Matthias, made An Fol.7- 
”o 1608, and 1611. thatit was in the middeft of Gar- 
boyls and warres, without any exa&R order, and that ir 
maketh nothing fora free ELvcT10N, is altogether 
ridiculous. For the erder there, (as thoſe ſolemne as . 
and rcue:ſals teftifie, where che States free and lawfnil 
right of ExzcT10N 1s confirmed) is moſt per- 
fe. Yea if no other reaſon remained to the States, 
ſuerly this ſo extraordinarie, and ſo ſolemne ſworne con- 
tract, by the ioynt conſent of two Kings, of Redwlph be- 
ing preſent, or rather precedent, «nd of his Succeffor 
Matthias, and of all the States of Bohemia, and the Pro 
vinces incorporate, (which ſcldome before hath beene 
leene) might ſuffice for prouing the free E.tcTroN 
of the Bohemians to be lawſull, For the armes, and poWe 


er of writing, were wholly inthe hands of the two Bro. 
| thers 
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chers the Kings, Neither hath the Stile which in wri. 
ting they yſe, cither one to another, or to the States, any 
ſuch effec as the [nformer pretendeth., Neither were 
themſcluesignorart of the rights and priviledges of their 
owne Family or perſons : Nor (to conclude) would their 

Counſellors, whe then were preſebt, (had there beene a- 
ny things of importance) haue paſſed them oueria fi 
lence. 

Thoſe:things which follow, concerning the Treaties, 
Confederacies, with the Asſtrians, the Golden Bull, In- 
ueſtitures, and Imperiall Diets, ſeeing they are 
of no weight, 1 doe not ſec it worth the 
labour to infift in them a- 
py longer, 
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(a. 
AN APPENDIX 
To the Reader, 


Ecing (gentle Reader) the perſon of the Archduke 

Ferdinand now Emperour, and the queſtion concer- 
ning him, (to wit, Whether he by thac ExECT1oN, 
or by Admiſſion, and Coronation , which he had in Zo- 
hemia, purchaſed the Right of char Scepter) doth require 
a ſpeciall Treatiſe, - which (God-willing) very ſhortly 
(vnder the title of An Anſwere to the [nformation agamit 
the eApologies ard Writings of the States of Bohemia, the 
ſecond Part) ſhall follow: I would haue thee to know 
for a concluſion of this firſt Part, and fora Proceme to 
that which is ts follow : that no Regall Right at allto 
that Kingdome came ta Ferdinand, by theiaid ELEC 
TION,orby Admiſſion and Coronation. For the ſame 
to bee EleRtiue, and not at all Hereditarie, in this Part is 
ſufficiently prooued, 1 omitt nowtofſay. that ELEC= 
T1 © Nnot to have brene lawfull;becauſe it was nor free, 
but for the moſt part ſurreptitious,, fraudulent, and a« 
gainft the Lawes of the Kingdome: wherefore allo it 
was noELECT1ON,butaltagether yoid, which being 
matter of Fac, I come tothe point of Right : yea, ſup- 
poſing that they had proceeded lawfully, freely, and ſim- 
ply after a voluatarie mannertherein, 
Aud firſt the nullitic of that Admiffion, and Corona- 
tion, for that reaſon is manifeſt, becauſe by ſuppoſition, 
that Kingdome is Ele&iue; therefore no man can acquire 
any Regall Right thercin, bur by the Ex cT1ioN of 
thoſe to whom it belongeth to ele, according to the 
Lawes and Cuſtomes of that Kivgdome. But Ferdinand 
was not eleQed, neither by Ext T10N entred inte 
the Kingdome (as his owne Writings confeſſe, by which 
it is manifeſt that he woauldnor be ele&ed; but enely ad- 
mitted by Hereditary Right, as the:adopted Senne'of 


the laſt lawtull King Aſarchias,or by ſome other right of 
G Bloud 
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Bloud) therefore he was not cleAed. But Coronation in 
an Ele&iue Kingdome doth preſuppole a lawfull Ex x. 
CT1ION, which if it donet firſt precede, all ſuch Core. 
nation of Right is frivolous, and none at all.Neither cag 
they call thar Admiffion (in what manner ſoeuer it was) 
Ett:cT10N, orreduceitto ELECTION, becauſe 
they doe expreſly deny themſelues to challenge that 
Kingdome by RighrofEr x cT10N,and betake them. 
ſelues onely to Succeſh 31. When as therefore it ſhall bee 
proved, that Kingdome to bee Elective and not Succefſi. 
enarie, by this onely proofe, whatſoever ſhall bee dene 
without that which is properly called true and lawfull 
EL.scT1oN, falleth t> the ground, 

Secondly be ir, that the ſaid ELunc Tron werefree, 
voluntatie,and lawfull;it1s plaine that the ſame was cone 
ditionall : to wit, that during the life of Afatthias, Fer 
| dinard (hould net entermeddle with the Gouernmeat of 
the Kingdome, and ſhould ſweare to the PaRions, and 
obſerue them: which Conditiens dee quite take away ll 
force from EtzcT10N, if anything bedone againft 
them. Becauſe Ers cT10N is not abſolute , but con« 
ditionall:Now where the Conditions are wanting, there 
ELzxcTioONisnot ELECTION; for EttcCTION 
ought to be voluntary ; but a thing vyoluntaric congitios 
mate, is not voluntary, except the condition bee perfore 
med. But Ferdimand hath broken the Conditiens, (as is 
manifeſt in Fact) therefore is EL: C T1o0N is of ne 
force, and conſequently neither his Coronation, 

Thirdly;thisEtteT10N although it werean E x te 
e T10N,yet indecd jt was noneatall, of no validitie, or 
efficacie; becauſe, (the King luing and reigning )no other 
can in any wile be eledtcd : Argument C. in Apibus 7.96 
&c, And the reaſons are two,and bach evident, The firſt, 
becauſe the EleQours have not power of EleKing , but 
when the ſeate of the Kingdome is vacant :therefore he. 
was eleed of ſuch as had no power then of EleQing. 

FD They 
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They may deſigne,and promiſe(as much av in them is for 
their time) a future EleQion, but can by no means make 8 
preſent Ele&ion, becauſe the right of EleRing is notthen 
open ynto them, Bald. in C. licet de vitanda Eletione,The 
other reaſon is becauſe inhury is doneto the true EleQors, 
which ſhall be lawfull, and haue a full power of EleQing 
when the ſcat is yacant : whoſe power is vſurped by pre- 
occupation of them, whereof (perhaps) not one, oryery 
few ſhall be EleQtors when the ſeat ſhall be vacant, And 
it ſufficeth (if rhe iniucic be done te one onely) to make 
the whole AR vniuf}, and therefore vnlawfull. Bad. vs 
ſupra, & /aſor in L. fin. C. de Pact. There may (perhaps) 
two at once reigne together as if they were one, (asin 
times paſtthey that were fellowes in the Empire :) the 
King alſoliuing, may refigne his Regall Right, ro the end 
his Sonne, or ſome ether. may bee clefed; bur in our caſe 
there is ne ſuch thing: becauſe neither Adatthias refigned 
his Regall Right, bur mavifeſilyretaynedit , neither did 
he aflume Ferdinand as his companion, And that EleQtion 
and Coronation was wade with expreſle reſervation of 
all full Royall Power wholly and cntyrely in fa:thias, 
and with an inhibition, that Ferdinand by pe meancs 
ſhould intrude himſelfe into the Gourernment of that 
Kingdome. Theſc reaſons likewiſe doe confirayne 
ys vtterly to deny that hee is lawfully choſea King 
of the Romanes, who is choſen King of the Romanes, 
that is to ſay, future Emperor while the preſent Emperor 
liveth, and doth nor reſigne the Right of the Kingdame 
of the Romanes; thatis ro ſay, the Romane Empire: bee 
cauſe the EleRours then EleRing, had not in v4 and ins 
deed, bur onely in habit, power of EleQting, the ſeat be- 
ing not yet vacant, And iniurie is dove to the EleQtours, 
when the ſeatc of tac Empre is vacant , whole actuall 
ower was volawfully viurped. Therefore might the E- 
ſetors of the Emprre come to a new EleQtion, the Empe- 
rour being dead, the King of the Romanes (who was 


wrepgluliy choſen,) excluded, The ſamereaſons doe ale 
| @- 


6 WL.” 
eogether nullifie all Reuerſions, & benefits in expeRance, 
as alſo may eaſily be proved out of the Lawes. | 

See the Pati» Fourtbly, (to conclude) chat Eleftion and Coronation 

' ons concer- Of Ferdinand,although it were of validitie, (which wee 

ning a per- haueſhewed to be falſe) yer well might hee be deprived 

peruallSuc- thereof by the Kingdome; becauſe now hee conſented to 

—_ rot the oppreſſion of the libertic of the Kingdome, vexing 

: parts 2nd the Kingdome with Armes, and endeauouring of Elec- 

Bobem a, and tive to make it Succefhionarie; and to rranſlatc the ſame 

the Prouinces Kingdome after him to others; and notwithſtanding as 

hereunto IP- ver not actually poſi: fled of the Kingdome,, nor hauing 
ops 4761p receiued power from Cod : by men therefore hee might 
claration of YpON iuſt cauſe be deprined of that right which hee had, 
the truth;an» not in the thing, but to the thing onely. For a King is E- 

nexed tothis JeQted for the preſeruation of the Kingdome, and nor for 
Appendiz thedefiruQtion. Anda Kingdome may defend ';erowne 
proper libertic lawfully againſt any whoſoeuer; yea 2- 

gainſther owne King:eſpecially ſuch a one who hath bin 

- onely defigned , and thereby become an Encmie of the. 
Kingdome, & an ynivuſt oppreſſor of the liberry thereof, 

The ſame realons alſo proue that the Hungarians might 

why come to another Eleftion (FerdinanTexctuded,) it 

being ſuppoſed likewiſe, that Kingdome alſo to be Elec- 

tiue as they prooue. For there was no Election of Ferd:i- 

nad, but an Admifſion , and if it were an Ele&tion, (the 

lawfull King as yet living and reigning) yet wasit veid: 

Neither is it niateriall that the Hwngarians held as r8- 

tified their Election of the perſon of Ferdmandafter the 

death of Afarthias , (which yet the Bohemians haue not 

done) becauſe that ratification, whether ic were tacite & 

yertuall, yea, oralſo exprefled, is of no effeR: For that 

which is nothing cannot bee accounted ratified, SyrLv. 

conſenſins qt; vnlcfle the EleQors knew their EleRion 

to beof no validitie atall,and knowing ir doe not ratifie 

the ſame but make a new EleRion, And if they thinke it 

was of yaliditie, when1it was nor, and doe ratificit, not 

making anew Election, this ratification is of no force, 


Cater. ſecund, ſecunde.G,189.eArrt,8,&c. IHE 


INSTR VMENTS 


of the Pations or Conditions concer- 


ning a Perpetuall Succeſhon in the Kingdomesof © 
Huneary and Bohemia, and the Prouinces 
thereunto belonging. 


THE INSTRVMENTS OF THE 


6, and 15, of the Month of Tune, Anno | 
1617, made at Prague, " > il 


PHILIP zhelII. King of Spaine, renouncing by right , 
and ratifying the reſignation of hs Mother Anns,daugh- 
fer io MAXIMILIAN the ſecond Emperonr © As alſo for 
thicy.e(ignation couenanting as wel for a compenſation or 
recompente to be made to himſelfe, as for a Reſtitution to 
his Heyres whenſoeuer the Heyres Male lawfully begot- 
ren ſ1all faile intheright Lineof FuaxDI1 nand Arch. 
Duke of Auſtria. 


FERDINAND Arch-Dukeef Auſtria accepting,appro- 
wing and ratifying them,and (in caſe of defalt of Heyres 
Maſe inthe right Line lawfully deſcended frem him,) 

promiſing re fiention, 


MATTHIAS zhell. Emperor of Rome, not onely þro- 
caring theſe Pa&ions by bis Interceſſion ; but alſs by his 
Imperiall and Royall Authortt y confirming them, 


For the weale and ſafety of the Catholike Religion , 
and Maie ſty of the Houſe of Auſtria. 


——_— 
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